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January 2016 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you very much for Christmas gifts that you kindly gave us all; we were delighted and very 

touched by your generosity. We hope that you all enjoyed your Christmas breaks too. 

Topic: Adventures at Sea 

Hopefully by now you will have become aware of a boat/ ocean theme going on in our classroom! As 

always, topic-related items are welcome for show and tell but we have taken away the show and tell 

table for this term, so please keep items in trays until there is a chance to show them. 

If anyone has any sea/ boat connections in their family, I’d love to hear about them, especially if 

there might be someone willing to come in or skype in to our classroom and tell us about life at sea. 

Marine biologists, naval cadets, pirates and sailing enthusiasts all welcome! 

Homework 

Thank you for all that you have been doing to help the children practise their spellings and reading, 

they are making fantastic progress. Well done also to everyone who managed the MyMaths 

homework last term – I was very impressed! I will let you know via the homework books when I have 

put another activity up there. In the meantime, I will be sticking in a new piece of (hopefully fun) 

homework next week to be done by half term. 

One of our school aims is to help children love reading – any encouragement and praise you can give 

them at home really helps with this, even if they only read a little. Their progress this year is really 

showing in their confidence in writing and tackling written challenges in other lessons. 

Spellings: split digraphs 

This term, you will notice in our spellings that we are starting on “split digraphs”. For those of you 

unfamiliar with this term, fear not, it just means two letters that make one sound (a digraph) with 

letter(s) in between, so they are split apart. For instance, in cake, the “ae” makes the /ay/ sound, but 

they are separated by a “k”. You might have learnt this (as I did) as a “magic e”. However, this 

terminology fits less well with how we are teaching the children to read and so using the term “split 

digraph” is much more helpful.  

Parent help 

We have been really fortunate so far this year to have the help of Mrs Abouzeid on Monday 

afternoons. Mrs Abouzeid is a Lunchtime Supervisor and previously had children in the school. If any 

of you would like to come in, even just for a one-off morning or afternoon, to see life in Willow Class 

and help out with some reading/ making displays/ a special activity, you would be warmly 

welcomed! 

Assembly 

On Friday January 20th, we will be giving our first class assembly of the year to the rest of the school 

and to any of you who would like to come and support us! The assembly will be from 9:00am to 

 



9:20am and you are very welcome to be there. I am also hoping that we can dress up for the 

assembly as sailors and pirates, so have a hunt for stripey tops, bandanas, eye patches and anything 

else that fits the bill! Please don’t feel the need to buy anything specially as I’m sure we can concoct 

outfits from among the class and the dressing up box for anyone who is completely stuck. 

Outdoor shoes 

Thank you for providing outdoor shoes for your child, we shall make good use of them this term! 

Thanks also to those that have been in to check they still fit… Always tricky with growing feet! 

As ever, if you have any concerns or questions, after school is usually a good time to catch me, or a 

quick e-mail to the school office means that I can call you at a time that suits. 

Wishing you fun and health in a beautiful frosty January, 

The Y1 team:  
Miss Pearson, Mrs D, Mrs Didcock and Mrs Merrill 


