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3rd October 2016, 

 
Dear Parents,  
 
I hope you found the Woodlands meeting for Year 6 parents last week useful. 
For those of you were unable to make it, I thought it would be helpful to summarise the 
main points of our meeting: 
 
There are 2 key objectives behind taking the children away on residential visits. One is to 
allow the children to experience the activities and challenges that they would not normally 
get to do at school or at home. The other reason is to build their social skills, their 
independence and their self-esteem. As the children spend a week away from home they 
are encouraged to manage on their own, organise themselves, help with chores, take on 
challenges they may not be used to and get along with each other. Sometimes just being 
away from home is a challenge, and to succeed in this alone is a real boost for them.  
 

 Safety: The centre is run by qualified and vetted OCC staff. We will probably be 
sharing the building with another primary school from Oxfordshire. The activities are 
run by the centre staff and safety is always their number one priority. 
 

 Activities: There are a wide range of activities that the children can enjoy. These 
include ropes course, zip wire, caving, climbing and kayaking. 

 

 The centre: Woodlands is located in the village of Glasbury on Wye, in the Welsh 
County of Powys. The listed, Regency building is set in ten acres of grounds 
overlooking the River Wye and the Black Mountains, within easy reach of the 
Brecon Beacons National Park and the limestone area to the south. The food is 
cooked on site, is very good quality and plentiful. They are used to catering for a 
wide variety of dietary needs. Please do let us know if your child has any specific 
requirements. 
 

 Staff attending: Four of our school staff will be going with the children, including 
Miss Jones and Mrs Pottle. We will be finalising these arrangements nearer the 
time. 
 

 Clothing: A kit list is attached to this letter. The centre provides waterproof coats, 
trousers and boots. You can, of course provide your own, but the centre’s ones are 
excellent. 
 

 Timings: We leave early on Monday 3rd April (probably around 7.00am, but the 
coach company will confirm that nearer the time) and return at around 7.00pm on 
Friday 7th April. 
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 Medication: Please let us know if your child has any particular medical needs and 
staff will ensure it is administered appropriately. 
 

 Cost:  £320. The cost of the visit is calculated by staff at Woodlands and includes 
travel, accommodation, equipment and food. We ask for a deposit of £75 to secure 
your child’s place, payable by the 4th of November. The balance is due before we 
leave for Woodlands. If you wish to pay by instalments, please do let us know. We 
wouldn’t want any of the children to miss the trip because of finances, so do come 
and talk to me in confidence if you do think you’ll have trouble with the cost of the 
trip. Please also see the attached parental consent form for your completion and 
return. 

 
I know lots of the children are already looking forward to the visit to Woodlands, and it will 
be a fantastic week away. If you would like to know more, please visit the Woodlands 
website: www.woodlandsoec.org or make an appointment to talk with me or Miss Jones. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ed Read 
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