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YEAR ONE CLASS NEWSLETTER                                                                                September 5th 2016 

Dear parents, 

Welcome to Year One! We are very excited to be welcoming such a wonderful class of children through the 

door this term! The teaching team is Miss Pearson (teaching every day) and Mrs D (Wednesday afternoons). 

We are lucky enough to have two Teaching Assistants: Mrs Didcock (Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays), 

and Mrs Merrill (Thursdays and Fridays). We are all looking forwards to working with your child this year. 

The School Day 

Children can arrive in the classroom from 8.35am via the main school entrance and must be there by 8.50am 

when parents leave and the children settle for registration. At the end of the day (3.10pm) the children will 

leave by the exterior classroom door when we can see who is collecting them. Please ensure we can see you 

from our doorway. Thank you for all your friendly waves this week – it is really helpful as we start to learn 

who you are! If your child is being collected by someone else or is going to a club, please write a note on the 

right hand side of the whiteboard by the door, and ensure your child knows what they are doing too! 

Book Bags  

Any information for you will go home via the book bag, so please do have a look every day to see if there is 

anything new in there! Please also encourage your child to keep a current reading book in it; if they have 

finished one, you can choose a new one with them at the start of the day – the sticker boxes are all clearly 

labelled in the reading corner. Please stick to your child’s reading level, we will move them up at school 

when they are ready. Book bags are kept in the large coloured box for your child’s colour group – something 

your child can hopefully tell you! 

Homework 

We start to introduce homework in Year One; this is to support your child’s learning in class and give you a 

chance to see what they are getting up to! Your child will receive a homework book where all homework 

(except reading) will be recorded and completed. Aside from weekly spellings, there will only be a couple of 

pieces at most this side of half term, the first of which will be to cover and decorate the homework book 

(details to follow!) 

All children are expected to read regularly at home with an adult who can record this in their reading diary. 

We will also listen to your child read and record our comments in the same diary. The ideal is for your child 

to read a little every day; we will try to listen to them in school at least each week. 

Spellings for the whole term will be glued into the homework book and should be practised at home, in the 

marked weekly chunks. We will check them each Monday. 

Copies of homework/spellings will also be pinned to the “parent information” section of the class 

noticeboard.  

 

 



Outdoor work including PE:  

I’m a great believer in spending as much time as possible outdoors! The day we do outdoor PE on may vary 

with the weather and we will do other learning outside too, so please ensure your child’s PE kit is always in 

school (including plimsoles or trainers) and that they have a warm coat or weather appropriate clothing. 

During the winter and muddy weather, they will need a pair of outdoor shoes separate to their indoor shoes, 

e.g. trainers indoors & wellies outdoors, or plimsoles indoors and trainers outdoors. The important thing is 

that the mud stays on the outdoor shoes! There is a rack by the outer door for outdoor shoes/ wellies.  

We do PE in a t-shirt, optional jumper, joggers/ shorts/ skirt as appropriate and either shoes (outdoor) or 

bare feet (indoor). Your child should not be wearing any jewellery in school and any earrings should be plain 

studs. Watches will have to be taken off for PE. PE kit should be kept in school during the week and washed 

at weekends if necessary. That said, children in Y1 are allowed to go home in their PE kit on PE days if they 

wish, but please get it back into school the next day. 

Please also make sure that all PE kit, uniform and waterbottles, book bags, etc. are named – initials on the 

label in marker pen are fine. I will do a check early in term and un-named kit may have your child’s name 

added to it by me! 

This term: What makes us special? 

As part of our topic, we would love to find out about the cultures and countries we have represented in our 

class, so if you have something you could share, for example music from another culture, or a recipe that has 

been handed down through your family, or some traditional clothes from a different part of the world, 

please bring them in! We will have a Show and Tell table in the classroom by the sink. 

We are also lucky enough to be the first class in the school to do forest school with Mrs Stockford, starting 

next week. There will be a separate letter about this. 

Topics this year 

We are covering a great variety of topics this year, as follows: 

Autumn Term 2 
(after half term): 

Castles and Dragons 

Spring Term 1:  Ships and sailors 

Spring Term 2:  Animals great and small 

Summer Term 1:  Dinosaurs Roar! 

Summer Term 2:  The Great Outdoors 

 

Parent helpers are always welcome! 

Please ask if you would like to volunteer some time in class – no need to commit on a regular basis. Any 

offers of help are valued, whether it’s listening to readers, washing paint brushes or any relevant (to our 

topic) specialised expertise to share with the class, i.e. if you happen to be an artist, writer, poet, dinosaur 

specialist, zoo-keeper, pirate, knight, etc.! 

Healthy Living 

Year 1 are entitled to a piece of free fruit/veg every day as part of the ‘5 a day’ scheme. We have this at 

morning playtime so there is no need for another snack. Children should bring a named water bottle to 

school (separate to their packed lunch) and put it in the marked orange boxes in the classroom. The bottle 



should be filled with water only each morning so that there is enough to last the day. No squash or fizzy 

drinks please. 

Finally, if you have any questions or concerns, please do talk to me! After school is often a good time to 

catch me, or if you don’t do the pickup, send me a message and I’ll give you a ring. 

Wishing you a happy and exciting autumn time, 

Miss Anna Pearson, Mrs Jill Delacovias (Mrs D) 

Mrs Debs Didcock and Mrs Sharon Merrill 

 


