
CUMNOR CE PRIMARY SCHOOL R.E PROGRAMME OF STUDY AND KEY SKILLS – updated February 2017    

KS1 
Christianit
y, Judaism 
and Islam 

KS2 
+Hinduism 

AT1: Learning About Religions 
 Practices & Lifestyles Beliefs & Teachings Expressing Meaning 

 

AT2: Learning From Religion 
 Identity & Experience,  Meaning & Purpose Values & 

Commitments 
 

Stories 
 

Celebrations, 
People, 

Leaders and 
Teachers 

 
Myself 

Symbols Believing 

FS 
Divali, Hannukah 

and Christmas stories 

 

Harvest and 
Sukkot 

Important Jewish 
People Listen to stories 

about . Moses in the bulrushes, 
Joseph and his brothers 

(forgiveness and compassion)  

Jesus and OT 
figures 

Stories from the Old 
Testament e.g. Noah, 

Joseph, David and 
Goliath. Read stories 

Jesus told e.g. Lost sheep, 
House on the Rock, Good 

Samaritan. 

 Ceremonies  - 
Baptism, welcoming 
ceremonies, initiation 

ceremonies 

 

Attainment 
Indicators 

I Can talk about Harvest Christmas and 
Easter     

Year 
1 
 

         Which stories are 
important to Christians 
and why? T3 

Noah, Jonah, Peter, Gideon and Moses 
How do stories communicate ideas, 

values and beliefs  
Which stories are special to me? 

How do Muslims 
understand God? T5 

One God Allah, creator, 
Muhammad the Messenger 

Stories of Muhammad 
Why is Muhammad important for Muslims? 
What are my ideas about God? 
How do stories communicate ideas, values 
and beliefs e.g. Muhammad’s friendship 
with Bilal? 
Which stories are special to me and why? 
Why are stories about Muhammad so 
special to Muslims? 

Christmas T2 
Why is 

Christmas 
important for 

Christians? 
The Christmas story 

Advent and Epiphany 
Why do Christians 
celebrate Christmas 
and why do they give 
gifts.  
When is my favourite 
time and why? 
 
Harvest T1 
2 weeks 
Why do some Christians 
give thanks at Harvest? 
What happens at 
Harvest? 
How is Harvest 
celebrated in churches?  
 

What do Christians remember on 
Easter day and why around the 

world?T4 
Themes of new life and hope 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Why is the church so important for 
Christians? T3 

Church service- wedding Visit  church  
Examine the church as a building where Christians meet to worship and hold 
special celebrations. 

 

 What does it mean to be part of the Islamic 
faith?T6 

Naming ceremony, call to Prayer, Mosque,  Ummah (Muslim community) 
Weddings 

What does it mean to belong to a family? 
Why is the mosque a special building for Muslims? 
How are babies welcomed into a Muslim family? 
What happens at a Muslim wedding and why? 
 
 

What objects and people are special to 
ourselves and Christians? T1 
  
Artefacts and symbols eg: Bible, cross, candle, statues, bread and wine 

 

Attainment 
Indicators 

I can retell some parts of religious 
stories of Mohammed.  

 

I Can talk about Harvest 
Christmas and Easter 
 

 
 

I recognise religious people. 
 

I recognise religious places. 
 

I can say what 
is important in 
my life and 
compare this 
to religious 
beliefs. 

I can describe the 
messages or meanings of 
some religious symbols. I talk about the parts of 

life I find interesting. 



Year 
2 

 

 
Who should you follow? 

T1 (Unit 1) 
What makes some teachers and leaders 

special for religious people? 
What makes some stories special in religion? 

 
 
 
 

Can stories change people? 
T3 (unit 5) 

What makes some stories special in 
religion? 

Old Testament stories 
 

New testament stories and there 
meanings- house builders, lost sheep, 

lost coin, lost son. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can tell some OT and NT stories 

Does 
everyone 
celebrate 

Harvest? T1 
Compare Christianity and 

Judaism 

 

Does light 
help you 

celebrate?T2  
advent rings 
Hanukkah  
Christingles  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I can identify festivals 
from different faiths 
and suggest why they 
are important 

 
 
How do Jews 
remember the words 
that God has spoken to 
them? T6 

Tallit (prayer shawl) 
Kippah (head covering), 

Mezuzah, Rabbis, Shabbat, 
menorah. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I Can identify some features of 
Jewish life and practice and 
suggest their meanings. 
I Can retell stories from the Torah 
and suggest their significance for 

Jews. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Myself: Who am I and what is 
my uniqueness as a person in 
a family and community ?T4 
Examine what makes me special and 
explore what special groups children 
are part of. 
Link to Moses and the 10 
commandments 

 

What do Jewish 
people believe 
about God? T5 
Torah, Abraham, Moses, 
Passover 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Is Easter 
important for 
the church? T4 
Brief recap of Easter 
story 
How and why are 
celebrations important 
in religion? 
 



       

KS2 Journey of Life and Death,   Worship, Pilgrimage and Sacred Places  Religion, Family and Community  Teachings and Authority  Inspirational People  Symbols and Religious Expression 
Religion and the Individual  Beliefs in Action,  Beliefs and Questions 

Year 
3 

Hinduism T5  
Is a holy journey necessary for believers? 

Priest, Shrine, Mandir(temple), Puja, Kumbhamela - pilgrimage to Varanesi (Ganges)  
Visi What are the special features of a Hindu mandir and what are their significance to the people that 
worship there? How and why do Hindus make pilgrimage? What makes places special for you? 

Hinduism T1 What might a Hindu learn from the story of 
Rama and Sita? 

Ramaya,  

Christianity Does taking bread and wine show that 
someone is a Christian?T6 

Explore the ritual of communion and other ways of belonging to the church 

 
 

  ChristianityT4 Does Easter make sense without 
Passover? (Unit 4) 
Palm Sunday, Easter, Pentecost 

What is the significance of Pentecost for Christians? 

Christianity Is light a good symbol for celebration? 
T2 

To understand the significance of light as a symbol of belief 
Diwali  and story of Advent 

 
Christianity Can made up stories tell the truth?T3 (Unit 6) 

To explore how Jesus taught truths through story 
The Bible –Old and New testaments  

How important is Jesus’ life example to me and why? 

 

Attainment 
Indicators I Can use a developing religious vocabulary 

I Can describe some of the key features of Hindu life and practice and make links with the beliefs that underline them 
I Can describe some of the key teachings of Jesus and begin to connect them with the beliefs and practices of Christians today. 
I can show that I understand that personal experiences and feelings can influence my attitudes and actions. 
I Can describe some key features of a Christian place of worship and make links with the beliefs which underline them. 
I Can begin to recognise similarities and differences between religions 



Year 
4 

 

Judaism What are the key features of a Jewish synagogue 
and why are they significant? T6 
Synagogue, The Western Wall Visit the synagogue in Oxford 
What are the key features of a Jewish synagogue and why are they significant? 
What do places of worship teach us about religion? 
What makes places special to you? 

 
 
 
Judaism - What does the story of creation mean for Jewish 
people? T5 
Moses – his role as leader and giver of Law, birth and upbringing, burning bush,  
Exodus, Passover, plagues, parting of Red Sea, wanderings in wilderness, Mt Sinai,  
Ten Commandments, his death before entering Promised Land 
Why is Moses remembered as a great leader? 
What qualities make a great leader? 
Should you always do as you are asked? Why, why not?  

Christianity Does prayer change things? T3 (Unit 6) 
To explore the reasons why believers pray and what they believe the results are 

 
Christianity - Should believers give things up? T4  
To explore Lent and its significance for Christian belief and practise. 

 
 

Christian Symbols What is symbolic about Harvest? 
T1 (link Harvest with symbols and then look in more detail 
about other Christian symbols) 
Visual Symbols – dove (Holy Spirit), fish (identity symbol of early church), cross,  
crucifix, chi-rho, water at baptism, candles, incense, icons  
Symbolic titles given to Jesus or used by Himself, e.g. Christ, Lord, Light of the World,  
Good Shepherd  
What do different Christian symbols mean? 
What ideas/values are important to you and how would you symbolize them? 
 How can art, architecture and music contribute to worship?  
 
Does the Christmas narrative need Mary? T2 (Unit 2) 
Explore the role of Mary in Christian life and in the Christmas story in particular. 

Attainment 
Indicators I Can show an understanding of the teachings of Jesus and connect them with the beliefs and practices of Christians today. 

I Can describe a range of Christian symbols and religious actions (including Holy Communion)  and suggest their meanings. 
I Can describe some similarities and differences within and between religions. 
I Can confidently  use a developing religious vocabulary 
I Can describe the key teachings and beliefs of Judaism and connect them with the practices of Jews today. 
I Can describe a range of Jewish symbols and religious actions and suggest their meanings. 
I Can describe some similarities and differences within and between religions. 

I ask questions that have no universally agreed answers. 



Year 
5 

 
 

T5 Do Muslims need the Qu’ran? (Unit 1) 
Explore different ways of showing belief  

 

T6 Journey of life and death  
Why are some occasions sacred to believers and what do 

people think about life after death? 
 dedication, confirmation, weddings, death and the afterlife  

What occasions are special and sacred to individual Christians and why? 
What do Christians believe about death and the afterlife? 

What occasions are special for me and why? 
What occasions inspire and influence people and why? 

 

Christianity T4 
Was the death of Jesus a worthwhile sacrifice? (Unit 4) 

Explore the significance of the death of Jesus at Easter for Christians.  

 
What did Jesus teach about the Ten Commandments and 

why? T2 
Ten commandments, Jesus’ teaching on the commandments. 

Parables 
Peace 

How do people inspire you? 
Who or what gives you guidance in your life? 

 

T2  Does God communicate with man?  (Unit 2) 
To understand the Christmas story from a biblical viewpoint 

 

 

 
 
 

T3   Does the community of the Mosque help Muslims lead a 
better life? (Unit 3) 

One God, Allah, Creator, Muhammed the messenger.  
Good and Evil. 

5 pillars esp. Hajj 
The Mosque 

Islamic art - patterns and architecture of mosques 
What is the significance of Muhammad for Muslims? 

Why are the Five Pillars important to Muslims? 
What would your five pillars be and why? 

Why are the interiors of churches so different? 
How can art, architecture and music and silence contribute to worship? 

How do people’s religious beliefs affect their actions?T1  
Harvest 
Fairtrade 

Christian charities eg. Christian Aid, Cafod etc  Why is Harvest important? 
How do I understand God? 

Do you think God speaks to people and why? 
 
 
 

 

Attainment 
Indicators I can describe some similarities and differences within and between religions 

I ask questions about matters of right and wrong and suggest answers which show I have an understanding of moral and religious teachings. 
I can show an understanding of the teachings of Jesus and connect them with the beliefs and practices. 
I can show what I know about religious beliefs, ideas and teachings. 



 

Year 
6 

Is the place or the journey most important in Pilgrimage? 
T1 and 2 

Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism 
Christian pilgrimage in Europe – Lourdes, Taize, Canterbury. Hindu Pilgrimage to Varanasi in India 

Islamic Pilgrimage to Makkah Importance of Israel and Jerusalem for Jewish people 
 

T1 
Is “God made Man” a good way to understand the 

Christmas story? (Unit 2) 
Do beliefs influence Christian life day to day?T6 

Clergy, Personal bible study, family prayer, service to others in Chruch/community, modern monastic 
community 
What are the key features of a church building and why?T3 

Church and other places of worship (inc. other religions) -  features e.g font, lectern, pulpit baptistery etc. 
Holy Communion 

Incarnation of God as man 
Compare with Jewish synagogues 

How do beliefs of Christians influence their actions? T4 
How do beliefs of Christian influence their actions? 

E.g. Mother Teresa 
Martin Luther King 
Ghandi , Rosa Parks 

 

Is the resurrection important to Christians? (Unit 4) T4 
To explore the resurrection of Jesus, the Easter narrative and concepts of life after death 

 
Why do sacred texts inspire people? T5(Unit 5) 

The Bible (gospels, parables as a guide) 
The Torah (what do Torah stories say about human life?) 

The Qur’an 
The Vedas  

 

Attainment 
Indicators I can explain my own ideas and beliefs about ultimate questions. 

I can show similarities and differences between the beliefs and practices these four religions and suggest possible reasons for this. 
I Can describe the key teachings and beliefs of Islam and connect them with the practices of Muslims today. 
I Can explain how Jesus’ life and teaching has influenced the lives of Christians. 
I Can describe a range of Christian symbols and religious actions (including Holy Communion)  and suggest their meanings. 
I Can describe a range of Jewish symbols and religious actions and suggest their meanings. 

I ask questions and suggest answers about the significant experiences of others, including religious believers. 


