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Dear Parents, 
 
PTA thanks 
A huge thank you to the PTA and you as parents, for a recent investment we were able to make of more Ipads. 
As you know we have a bank of 20 IPads in school which are in constant use by children throughout the school, 
so much so that staff have requested more. Thanks to an anonymous donation and the support of the PTA, we 
have been able to buy 23 additional IPads. This now means that our Reception children can have 5 permanently 
based in Acorn class, (with exclusive early years apps on them), our class bank can increase to 32 (allowing for 
our largest class size of 31, plus one to have spare) and each class will have one permanently based in the 
classroom for use as a teaching and research tool. (They connect to our Interactive Whiteboards and so are a 
fabulous whole class teaching resource.) 
All the hard work of the PTA, as well as your support at events and through the Shine Fund, does make a big 
difference to what we can do in school. Be it buying playtime equipment such as the table tennis tables, 
investing in books for our library or the latest technology through these IPads, your contribution makes a 
difference. 
Thank you for your support and especially to the PTA for making things happen! 
 
The scouts ‘Thinking Day’  
A few children have asked me if they can wear their Scouting uniforms on the first Monday back after half term 
as it is World Thinking Day. It would be lovely if they do, and we may be able to talk about it in class or 
assembly. So if your children are in Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Beavers, Cubs or Scouts, they are welcome to 
come in their ‘other’ uniform on the first Monday back. 
 
Headlice! 
I'm afraid that we have had a number of reports of head lice going around the school in recent weeks.  The 
children find head lice uncomfortable and distressing and parents find it very frustrating.  It is very difficult to get 
rid of the lice unless we have a concentrated effort from EVERYONE to check and treat their children's hair. 
Please could you all make a concerted effort this weekend to check your children’s hair, using a nit comb and 
then check them again mid-week and next weekend to get rid of any you may have missed or any eggs that 
have hatched in the meantime.  Can we please ask that you also tie up your child’s hair? Thank you for your 
support with this and let’s hope for a nit-free half term when we get back! 
 
Assessment Meeting 
There will be a meeting in the school hall on Wednesday 2nd March at 6.00pm to explain our new assessment 
system. We will look at how the Year 2 and Year 6 SATs will be assessed and what we are doing to track 
attainment and progress in other years. I do hope you can make it. 
 
Art Competition entries 
Well done to all of those children who entered the Cancer Research / Ashmolean Museum Young Art 
Competition this week. We have had some amazing entries and raised over £150 for Cancer Research. The 
judging takes place over the next few weeks with an exhibition of the winners at The Ashmolean in May. Thank 
you to Mr Young and Mrs Hall (Harvey’s mum in Year 6) for their work with this. 
 
World Book Day 
We are really looking forward to World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March. The children will be encouraged to 
dress up as their favourite Book Character and we have a variety of book related activities planned for the day. 
 
Chess 
Our under 9 team; Jake, Sebastien, Amaan, Seth, Evie and Ruby played their last away game this week and 
secured three draws in what were tight matches on all boards. Well done team. The under 11’s play their 
penultimate game after half term. 
 
 



Netball 
On Tuesday our Year 6 Netball Squad played a friendly training match against Matthew Arnold School.  The 
game was well played and our defence absolutely superb, with Larissa, Laura, Kate and Lotte stopping many 
attempts by the MA attack.  Our Mid court attackers were amazing, Charlotte, Jesame, Lily B and Alex all 
playing netball to the highest standard.  A huge well done to Lily A for being a fast and tactical Centre making 
sure the ball moved quickly up and down the court. 
 
Lastly, I have to say a word about our goal shooters, Phoebe’s enthusiasm and energy to run around and score 
accurately was amazing.  Lucy S quietly and calmly, gets the ball and into the net she puts it. 
Thank you to all parents who cheered and encouraged and especially to Maddie Bain for sorting the 
refreshments.  Mrs Stockford - Proud Netball Coach 
 
Year 6 Residential visit 
Our Year 6 children will be away at Woodlands Outdoor Residential Centre for the full week after half term. (Mr 
Base, Mrs Eaton, Mr Williams and Mrs Lawful are going too, so if you need to speak to any of them urgently 
please call into the office instead) Enjoy yourselves Year 6, we’ll miss you! 
 
Dinner / Trip Payments to office 
Can we just remind you that any money that comes into school for dinner or trips, should be put in a named 
envelope and placed in the grey letter box situated in the entrance hall. This would help us in the office. Much 
appreciated. 
 
From Your PTA 
The times for the disco on Friday 4th March will be as follows: 

KS1 (inc reception) 5.00pm - 6.30pm 
KS2 6.45pm - 8.15pm 
Have a relaxing half term, enjoy! 

 
What’s my child been doing this week? 

 
Next week: 
 

W/B 15th February All week Half term break. 

W/B 22nd February All week Year 6 residential visit to Woodlands. 

Monday 22nd February All Day World Thinking Day. 

Monday 22nd February AM Stardome in the hall for Years 2, 3 and 5. 

Tuesday 23rd February AM Year 3 Swimming. 

Thursday 25th February PM Year 2 Forest School. 
 
Have a lovely half term break, and thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Headteacher 
 

Reception Learning to add two numbers, creating patterns and having a water party. 

Year 1 Leaning about our different sense, enjoying our walk around the countryside of Cumnor and 

reflecting on the parable of the Lost Sheep. 

Year 2 Fractions, testing our polystyrene aeroplanes and practicing our circus routine to show our 

Year 5 buddies. 

Year 3 Converting decimal measures, making Tudor style Modroc houses and looking at the end of 

the Tudor Age. 

Year 4 Writing letters as evacuees, the 24hour clock and designing persuasive posters. 

Year 5 Using angle sums, completing our Greek projects and working with Mrs D to find out about the 

Greek language. 

Year 6 Exploring contours on maps, developing our water-colour art skills and preparing for the 
residential visit after half term! 


