
 

English Planning whole school overview 

 

 

 

The overview is based on the 2014 national curriculum document. This splits the teaching and learning of English into three strands: Spoken 

Language, Reading and Writing.  

Reading is then split into two areas: Word Reading and Comprehension.  

Writing is split into four areas: Transcription (spelling); Handwriting; Composition; Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation. 

The Spoken Language objectives in the national curriculum document apply to all years and so are listed separately. 

Specific text genres are not included for each year group in the curriculum document. However, it is still vital that children encounter a wide 

range of text types and therefore texts and genres are suggested for each year group but these may be adapted according to the topic and 

particular interests of the class and teacher.  

It is expected that the majority of English lessons will focus on the teaching of key skills especially Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. 

Fortnightly ‘Wonderwrite’ sessions will give pupils the opportunity to write independently and creatively for a sustained period of time.  
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Year 
group Autumn Spring Summer 
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Objectives spanning the year 
Reading – word reading (linked to each terms transcription objectives) 

 To apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words. 

 To respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes for all 40+ phonemes, including alternative sounds for graphemes. 

 To read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have been taught and –s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and –est endings including 
words of more than one syllable. 

 To read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and when these occur in the word. 

 To read words with contractions [e.g. I’m, I’ll, we’ll] and understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter. 

 To read aloud books that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out 
words.  

 To re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.  
Reading – comprehension 
To develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by 

 Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that 
which they can read independently.  

 Participate in discussion and explain their understanding of books, poems and other works that are read to them and those that they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

Writing – handwriting 

 Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly. 

 Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place. 

 Form capital letters and digits 0-9. 

 Understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (letters formed in similar ways) and practise these. 
*See pen pals scheme for termly focuses. 

Writing – composition 

 Write simple stories, poems, songs, recounts (imaginary and real) by: 
            - saying out loud what they are going to write about;  

                                    - composing a sentence orally before writing it; 
                                     -sequencing sentences to form short narratives; 
                                     -re-reading what they have written to check it makes sense. 

 Discuss their own writing with the teacher or other pupils. 

 Read aloud writing clearly enough to be heard by the peers and their teacher.  
Year 1 terminology 
letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark. 
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Reading – comprehension 

 To become very familiar with stories set in 
familiar places, retelling them and 
considering their particular characteristics 

 To recognise and join in with predictable 
phrases and recite by heart.  

 To check that the text makes sense to them 
as they read and correcting inaccurate 
reading.  

 To explaining their understanding of what is 
being read to them. 
 
 

Writing – Transcription (link to word reading) 
Revise reception work (especially consonant and 
vowel diagrams, segmenting and blending, cvc, cvcc 
and ccvcc, ccvc words. ) 

 To learn some common exception words  

 To know all the letters of the alphabet in 
order. 

 To know and use Phonemes – 
ch,sh,th,wh,ll,ss,ff,zz,ck,nk,tch,ve,ai,oi,ay,oy 

 To use syllables to divide words. 

 To spell the days of the week. 

 To write simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher  using  known spellings  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
` 
 
 

Reading – comprehension 

 To become very familiar with fairy stories 
and traditional tales, retelling them and 
considering their particular characteristics. 

 To learn to appreciate rhymes and poems, 
and to recite those by heart. 

 To discuss word meanings, linking new 
meanings to those already known. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing – Transcription (linked to word reading) 

 To learn to spell all remaining Y1 common 
exception words  

 To know and use split diagraphs –
a_e,e_e,i_e,o_e,u_e,ar,ee,ea (long and 
short sounds), 

 To use suffices s,es 

 To know and use phonemes – oo (long and 
short),oa and oe,ou,ow 

 To start to spell aloud using letter names  

 To write simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher  using  known spellings  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading – comprehension  

 To become familiar with a greater range of 
stories set in different locations. 

 To link reading to their own experiences.  

 To learn to appreciate further rhymes and 
poems, and to recite those by heart. 

 To discussing the significance of the title 
and events in the texts they encounter. 

 To predict what might happen on the basis 
of what has been read so far. 

 To make simple inferences on the basis of 
what is being said and done 

 
 
Writing – Transcription (linked to word reading)  

 To spell all the Y1 common exception 
words  

 To know  and usephonemes – ue, 
u_e,ew,or,ore,ie(e and I 
sound),au,aw,ear,air 

 To use the suffixes ing , ed and est 

 To spell words ending in y 

 To spell k/c phoneme using letter k 

 To use the prefix un 

 To spell  compound words  

 To spell er,ir,ur words  

 To write simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher  using  known spellings  
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Grammar and punctuation 

 To understand how words can combine to 
make sentences. 

 To separate words with spaces.  

 To write simple sentences and captions. 

 To use capital letters and full stops to 
demarcate sentences.   

 To use capital letters for names of 
people/places 

 To know what a noun is. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities linked 
to topics: 
Fiction 
Classic poetry and stories/Well-known stories 
The Tiger who came to Tea 
Dogger 
Castle stories  
Repetitive rhyme and poetry- Harvey 
Slumfunburger’s Christmas present  
 
Non-fiction (listening to and discussing) 
Labels, lists and captions – Harvest/classroom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grammar and punctuation 

 To understand regular noun suffixes –s or 
–es including the effects of these suffixes 
on the meaning of the noun. 

 To understand the terms singular and 
plural. 

 To join words and clauses using and. 

 To sequence sentences to form short 
narratives.  

 To use capital letters for names of 
people/places 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities 
linked to topics: 
Fiction 
Traditional and fairy tales – Jack and the Beanstalk 
The Bear  
Seasons poetry 
The Dragon Dinosaur  
Princess Bossy Boots  
 
Non-fiction (listening to and discussing) 
Information texts- plants  

 
Grammar and punctuation 

 To understand how the prefix un- changes 
the meaning of verbs and adjectives [e.g. 
unkind]. 

 To use suffixes that can be added to verbs 
where no change is needed in the spelling 
of root words [e.g. helping, helped, helper]. 

 To identify and begin to use question 
marks and exclamation marks accurately. 

 To know that the capital letter I is used for 
the personal pronoun.  

 To show awareness of punctuation when 
reading aloud: pausing at full stops, raising 
voice for questions etc. 

 To understand that the apostrophe 
represents the omitted letter(s) (E.g we’ll, 
I’ll, I’m) 
 

Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities 
linked to topics: 
Fiction 
Poems on a theme – The Owl and the Pussycat 
A Sailor went to sea rhyme 
Pirate stories  
Dear Greenpeace 
 
Non-fiction (listening to and discussing) 
Explorers (fact and fiction recount)  
Darwin/Captian Cook voyages  
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Objectives spanning the year 
Reading – word reading (objectives progress though the year and she be linked to each terms transcription objectives) 

 Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent.  

 Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes. 

 Read words containing common suffixes. 

 Read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and when these occur in the word. 

 Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when they have been frequently encountered. 

 Read aloud books closely matched to their phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation. 

 Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.  
Reading – comprehension 

 To develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of 
contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that which they can read independently.  

 To participate in discussion and explain their understanding of books, poems and other works that are read to them and those that they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 

Writing – handwriting 

 To form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another. 

 To start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when next to each other, are best left 
unjoined.  

 To write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters. 

 To use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

 * See penpal scheme for termly focus 
 

Year 2 terminology 
noun, noun phrase, statement, question, exclamation, command, compound, suffix, adjective, adverb, verb, tense (past, present), apostrophe, comma. 
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Reading - comprehension 

 To discuss the sequence of events in 
books and how items of information 
are related.  

 To recognise simple recurring literary 
language in stories and poetry. 

 Recognising a range of ways that text 
can be presented such as speech 
bubbles, bold or italicised print, 
captions etc.  

 To ask and answer  questions about 
a text  

 To become increasingly familiar with 
and be able to retell a wider range of 
fairy stories and traditional tales. 

 To recognise that non-fiction books 
that are structured in different ways. 

 To discuss and clarifying the 
meanings of words, linking new 
meanings to known vocabulary. 
 

Writing transcription (link to word reading)  

 To spell common exception words  

 To learn to use the possessive 
apostrophe 

 To spell words containing dge,ge,g 

 To spell words with the soft c sound 

 To spell with words kn,gn,wr sound 

 To spell word ending in y (i sound), 
ey 

 To spell words containing al or all, o, 

 To write simple sentences dictated 
by the teacher  using known 
spellings  

 To spell words ending in est 
(comparative words)  

Reading – comprehension 

 I can look backwards and forwards in a text 
to search for meaning. 

 To check that text makes sense to them 
and correcting inaccurate reading. 

 To become increasingly familiar with and 
be able to retell a wider range of fairy 
stories and traditional tales (including 
alternative versions)  

 To make simple inferences based on 
illustrations. 

 To discuss favourite words and phrases. 

 To predict what might happen on the basis 
of what has been read so far. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Writing transcription (link to word reading)  

 To spell further common exception words  

 To add suffixes to spell longer words –
ment,ness,ful,less, 

 To spell words with contracted form  - 
cant, didn’t hasn’t, isn’t e.tc 

 To use the le,el,al,il spellings  at the end of 
words 

 To spell words including the endings es, 
ies, ed,ing,er,iest,les, 

 To add ly suffix  

 To write simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher  using known spellings  

 
 

Reading – comprehension 

 To become increasingly familiar with and 
be able to retell a wider range of stories.  

 To continue to build up a repertoire of 
poems learnt by heart, reciting some with 
intonation. 

 To make simple inferences on the basis of 
what has been read so far. 

 To talk about and give an opinion on a text 

 To recognising commas and exclamation 
marks when reading aloud and use 
appropriate intonation. 

 To become familiar with and be able to 
retell some traditional tales from other 
cultures 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Writing transcription (link to word reading)  

 To spell remaining common exception 
words and revise all ks1 exception words 

 To spell common homophones 

 To distinguish between homophones and 
near homophones  

 To spell words ending in tion 

 To spell words with s sound as’ television’ 

 To spell words with ar sound as’warm’  

 To spell words with a (after w/qu) 

 To write simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher  using known spellings  
 

 
 



Writing – composition 

 Say out loud clearly what they are 
going to write about. 

 To write about personal real live 
experiences. 

 To write poetry following a pattern. 

 To evaluate their writing with the 
teacher and other pupils.  

 To re-read to check that their writing 
makes sense 

 To understand the term proof read 
and be able to check for basic errors 
in spelling and grammar with help. 

Grammar and punctuation 
Revision of Yr1  work  

 To use full stops and capital letters 
accurately. 

 To identify sentences with different 
forms: statement, question, 
exclamation, command.  

 To use question marks correctly.  

 To use commas to separate items in 
a list  

 To use present and past tenses 
correctly and consistently including 
the progressive form.  

Fiction  

The Gingerbread Man 
Pumpkin Soup 
The book eating boy – Oliver Jeffers 
Learning food poems by heart  
Firework poetry. / London’s burning rhyme 
The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark 
Non-fiction Instructions – Healthy Recipes  
Information - Fire of London, Florence Nightingale 
Explanations – Healthy eating/ keeping body healthy 
Exercise diaries.  

Writing – composition 

 To write down ideas/key words including 
new vocabulary (as part of planning to 
write process) 

 To write poetry that is descriptive  

 To write narratives about experiences of 
others (real and fictional). 

 To re-read to check that the correct tense 
form of verbs is used.  

 To use simple organisational devices such 
as arrows, boxes and diagrams to indicate 
sequences and relationships. 
 

Grammar and punctuation 

 To identify word classes -noun, verb, 
adjective, adverb. 

 To turn statements into questions using 
‘wh’ words [e.g. what, where, who etc.] 

 To find examples of words and phrases 
that link sentences [e.g. after, during, then, 
next]. 

 To learn to use subordination (using when, 
if, that, or because) and co-ordination 
(using or, and or but). 

 To form nouns, adjectives and adverbs 
using suffixes including changing adjectives 
into adverbs 

 To use past tense consistently for 
narration. 

Fiction 
Contemporary poetry – Silver aeroplane  
Robin Hood 
Fantastic Mr Fox – Roald Dahl 
Non-fiction 
Fact files and information pages - flight/space   
Instructions-trail. Labels/ descriptions - forests 

Writing – composition 

 To explain what they want to say, sentence 
by sentence. 

 To write poetry that plays with sounds 

 To read aloud what they have written with 
appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear. 

 To use a range of ‘wow’ words  

 To understand the term proof read and to 
be able to check for errors in spelling, 
grammar and punctuation when guided. 
(E.g. check for full stops at the end of 
sentences)  
 

Grammar and punctuation 

 To use exclamation marks correctly 

 To revise all uses of capital letters 

 To use apostrophes for contracted forms 
and the singular possessive.  

 To use a range of words to link ideas 
(but,if,that,because) 

 To choose between present and past tense 
in writing and be consistent throughout.  

 To use expanded noun phrases to describe 
and specify. 

 
 

Fiction  
Classic poetry – On the Ning Nang Nong 
African tales 
Non-fiction 
Information about Van Gough 
Food chain diagrams 
Explanations- plants  



 Autumn Spring Summer 
Y3/4 Objectives spanning Years 3 and 4 

Reading – word reading 
Applying knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (as listed in NC English Appendix 1) to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words. 
Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondence between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 
Reading – comprehension 
Develop positive attitudes to reading by listening to, discussing and increasing familiarity with a wide range of fiction and non-fiction genres.  
Reading books that are structured in different ways for a range of purposes. 
Use a range of strategies to check that texts make sense to them.   
Writing – handwriting and presentation 
Using the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understanding which letters, when adjacent to each other, are best left unjoined. 
Increasing the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting [e.g. by ensuring that the downstrokes of letter are parallel and equidistant; sufficiently spacing 
lines of writing so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch. 
 
Writing – spelling (transcription) 
See attached document – KS2 Spelling Pathway (Babcock Education) separated into each year group and then the three terms. 
+ Year 3/4 statutory word list. 
 
Year 3 terminology 
preposition, conjunction, word family, prefix, clause, subordinate clause, direct speech, consonant, vowel, inverted commas (speech marks) 
Year 4 terminology 
Determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial 
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Reading - comprehension 

 To understand the meaning of words in 
context and explain the meaning to others. 

 To ask relevant questions to improve 
understanding of a text. 

 Prepare poems to read aloud and to 
perform. 

 Participate in group discussions about books 
that are read to them and those they can 
read for themselves.  

 To retrieve and recording information from 
non-fiction texts.  

 
 
 

Writing – composition 

 To discuss writing similar to that which they 
are planning to write to aid their own 
writing.  

 To use headings and subheadings 
appropriately.  

 To read aloud to a group or the whole class, 
using appropriate intonation. 

 To be able to discuss and record ideas before 
writing a text. 

 To know how to proof-read and check for 
spelling and punctuation errors. 

 To write in paragraphs  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading - comprehension 

 Prepare play scripts to read aloud and to 
perform. 

 To predict what might happen in stories 
and plays from detail stated and implied. 

 To draw inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions. 

 Use dictionaries to check the meaning of 
words they have read. 

 Discuss words and phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest and imagination. 

 Know some of the different ways that non 
fiction books are structured.  
 

Writing – composition 

 To compose and rehearse sentences orally 
(including dialogue) building a varied and 
rich vocabulary. 

 To use simple organisational devices in 
non-narrative writing. 

 To make improvements to vocabulary in 
own writing.  

 To make improvements to the grammar 
and punctuation in own writing.  

 Use a range of conjunctions within 
sentences. (when ,because, although, if 
e.t.c)  

 To use powerful verbs within writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading - comprehension 

 Be able to retell a range of stories 
including fairy tales and myths/legends. 

 Identify themes and conventions in a range 
of books. 

 In group reads listen carefully to what 
others say and take turns to speak. 

 Use intonation, tone, volume and action 
when performing prepared texts, 

 Identify the main point from a text. 

 To comment on the structure and 
presentation of a text.  
 
 
 

Writing – composition 

 In narratives create- 
- settings 
-characters  
- plots. 

 To know how to assess the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ writing and be able 
to suggest improvements. 

 Use paragraphs organised around simple 
themes in non-narrative texts.  

 Use detailed description to make writing 
more interesting.  
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Grammar and punctuation  
-Revision of Yr1/2 work especially on the use of basic 
punctuation. (A.,?!) 

 To know how to form nouns using a range of 
prefixes.  

 To know the differences between verbs in 
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd person and grammatical 
agreement [e.g. I am, we are]. 

 To know how to extend the range of 
sentences with more than one clause by 
using a wider range of conjunctions including 
when, if, because. 

 To use prepositions to express time and 
cause. 
 

Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities linked 
to topics: 
Fiction  
Myths and Legends – Beowulf, Sir Gawain. 
How to train your dragon -  letters to the author. 
Book review. 
Letters to and from invaders/Father Christmas – Dear 
Father Christmas by Alan Durant  
Dragon poetry – performance 
Puff the Magic Dragon  
 
Non-fiction 
Instructions –how to train a dragon. 
 
 
 
 
 

Grammar and punctuation 

 To use the forms a and an according to 
whether the next word begins with a 
consonant or a vowel. 

 To use inverted commas to punctuate 
direct speech.  

 To use the present perfect form of verbs in 
contrast to the simple past tense 

 To use adverbs to express time and cause 

 To extend sentences using subordinate 
clauses.  
 
 

 
 
Suggested texts, authors, genres and activites 
linked to topics: 
Fiction 
Adventure and mystery stories – Amy Robsart. 
The Tudors --writing playscripts about the wives of 
Henry VIII. 
The Tempest and other plays by William 
Shakespeare  
 
Rise of the robots 
The Iron Man 
Star wars/Dr.Who comics/digital  animations 
Robot poems  
  
Non-fiction 
Explanations about Tudor life 
Creating information books about Tudors/Robots 

Grammar and punctuation 

 To identify word families based on 
common words, showing how words are 
related in form and meaning. 

 To know uses of capitalisation [e.g. 
headings, place names, new line in poetry]. 

 To use words and phrases that signal time 
sequencing [e.g. first, then, after etc]. 

 To use apostrophes for contracted forms 
and the singular possessive.  

 To use a range of sentences with more 
than one clause. 
 

 
 
 
Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities 
linked to topics: 
Fiction 
Stories from other cultures – India  
Jamil’s clever Cat – folk tale from Bengal 
The Tiger Child  
Grandpa Chatterji 
A Kimbo and the Elephants  
The Jungle Book – classic children’s literature 
Seasons of splendour 
Shape poetry – Indian Elephants, flag etc  
Hindu stories 
Non-fiction 
Information texts – Indian report writing, research 
and website building.  
Persuasive texts linked to charities to support India. 
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Reading - comprehension 

 To identifying main ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph and summarise these.  

 Discuss and explore the meaning of words in 
context. 

 To prepare poems and play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone, 
volume and action.  

 To predict what might have happened from 
information that has been deduced.  

 To read books that are structured In 
different ways. 
 

Writing – composition 

 To be able to discuss writing similar to that 
which they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and grammar. 

 To use simple organisational devices 
effectively in non-narrative material. (e.g 
headings. Sub headings)  

 To develop skills in proof-reading for spelling 
and punctuation errors. 

 To read aloud to the whole class, using 
appropriate intonation and controlling the 
tone and volume so that the meaning is 
clear. 

 To develop a varied and rich vocabulary bank 
to use in independent writing 

 
 
 
 

Reading – comprehension 

 To prepare poems and play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone, 
volume and action.  

 To recognise different forms of poetry. 
(free verse, narrative e.t.c)  

 To retrieve and recording information from 
a range of non-fiction texts. 

 To draw inferences about characterisation 
and plot and justifying those inferences 
with evidence. 

 Identifying how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning.  

 Use dictionaries quickly to check the 
meaning of words. 
 

Writing – composition 

 To record ideas in note form. 

 To compose and rehearse sentences orally 
(including dialogue)  

  To use expanded noun phrases  

 To write narratives with clear plots, 
settings and characters. 

 To write sentences with more than one 
clause through the use of conjunctions.  

 To organise paragraphs around a theme. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading – comprehension 

 Identify and discuss words and phrases 
that capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination.  

 To be able to identify themes and 
conventions in a wide range of books. 

 To recognise conventions in different types 
of writing.  

 To build on the opinions of others in a 
discussion about a text.  

 To infer meanings and begin to justify with 
evidence from a text. 
 
 
 

Writing – composition 

 To make changes to grammar and 
vocabulary to improve consistency. 

 To use an increasing range of sentence 
structures. 

 To use pronouns accurately within 
sentences. 

 To develop cohesion between sentences. 
(e.g through using a wider range of 
conjunctions, adverbs e.t.c)  

 To re order sentences for effect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
contin
ued 

Grammar and punctuation 
Revision of Year 2/3 work especially on the use of 
basic punctuation. 

 To know the grammatical difference 
between the plural and possessive – s. 

 To indicate possession by using the 
possessive apostrophe with plural nouns. 

 To use the full range of speech punctuation 
when using direct speech. (Including 
commas after reporting clause and 
punctuation within speech marks)  

 To use verb tenses accurately and 
consistently. 

 To replace simple verbs with more powerful 
ones [e.g. hobbled instead of went]. 
 

 
Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities linked 
to topics: 
Fiction 
Stories with historical settings – Anicent Roman 
Empire –The Roman mystery stories. 
The stone age boy. 
Narrative poetry - Romulus and Remus, Boudicca  
 
 
Non-fiction 
Explanation/Instructional texts – Linked to history – 
The Romans, Stone age developments and 
inventions. E.G How heated Baths worked. How to 
make a shield 
Plays – Roman soldiers   
Historical recounts-  Roman soldier Diaries/Letters  

Grammar and punctuation 

 To know the standard English forms for 
verb inflections [e.g. we were instead of 
we was] instead of local spoken forms. 

 To expand noun phrases by adding 
modifying adjectives, nouns and 
prepositional phrases. 

 To put adverbs or adverbial phrases at the 
start of sentences.  

 To use commas after fronted adverbials. 

 To understand the different types of 
pronoun and how they stand in place of 
nouns: personal and possessive pronouns; 
pronouns to mark gender 

 
 
Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities 
linked to topics: 
Fiction 
Stories which raise issues/dilemmas and explore 
different perspectives of WWII  
– The silver Sword, When Hitler stole Pink Rabbit, 
Anne Frank’s diary  
Blitz (Time travel fantasy war story)  
The Lion and the Unicorn 
Spy stories. I know what you did last Wednesday – 
Horowitz. 
Plays –dramatized version of Anne Frank story. 
Poetry – war poetry and rhymes. Creating imagery. 
 
Non-fiction 
Persuasive texts – advert for the war effort. 
Propaganda Posters 
Newspaper articles about major events in WWII eg 
The Blitz.  

Grammar and punctuation 

 To choose nouns or pronouns 
appropriately for clarity and cohesion and 
to avoid repetition. 

 To use  
-conjunctions 
- adverbs  
-and prepositions 
 to express time and cause.  

 To understand the term determiner and to 
use determiners to add detail.  

 To revise the use of commas and to use 
them effectively in different ways. (lists, 
within clauses e.t.c)  

 
 

Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities 
linked to topics: 
Fiction 
Stories set in imaginary worlds  
(– Wind in the Willows, Water babies, The Hobbit) 
-Swallows and Amazons 
-Dinosaurs and all that Rubbish 
-Stig of the Dump 
-The wolves in the wall – Neil Gammon 

Stories from other cultures - Stories about 
riverside/mountain communities 
 
Non-fiction 
Information texts – mountain ranges. Rivers. 
Imagined location – river, mountain resort /theme 
park e.t.c. Create brochures. 
Explanation – water cycle.  
Poetry about rivers and mountains 
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Objectives spanning Years 5 and 6 
Reading – word reading 
Applying knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (as listed in NC English Appendix 1) to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words. 
Re-read and check ahead for meaning.  
Reading – comprehension 
Continuing to read an increasingly wide range of texts. Reading for a range of purposes.  
Checking that the books make sense, being able to discuss their understanding of texts and provide reasoned justifications for their views. 
Increasing familiarity with fiction from our literary heritage. Explore modern fiction. Explore books from other cultures and traditions.  
Read books that are structured in different ways.  
Writing – handwriting and presentation 
Writing legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:  
Choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letter. 
Choosing the writing implement that is best suited to the task. 
Choosing the handwriting style best suited to the task. 
Understand when it is appropriate to use an unjoined style (labels, email addresses, algebra, filling out a form)  
Writing – spelling (transcription) 
See attached document – KS2 Spelling Pathway (Babcock Education) separated into each year group and then the three terms. 
+ Year 5/6 statutory word list. 
 
Year 5 terminology 
Modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity. 
Year 6 terminology 
Subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet points. 
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Reading – comprehension 

 Retrieve, record and present information 
from non-fiction.  

 Use text marking to identify key information 
in a text 

 Make notes from text marking 

 Distinguishing between statements of fact 
and opinion. 

 Make predictions based on what has been 
read. 

 Present the authors viewpoint of a text 

 Identify grammatical features used by 
writers and their impact on the reader: 
rhetorical questions, varied sentence length 
and starters, empty words) 

 To draw inferences such as inferring 
characters feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions.  

 
Writing – composition 

 To know how to plan effectively (note initial 
ideas, brainstorm and draw on reading and 
research where necessary.) 

 Be able to summarise longer passages.  

 To select appropriate grammar and 
vocabulary for the style of writing. 

 Understand how grammar and vocabulary 
choices can change and enhance meaning.  

 To develop characters through description, 
action and dialogue. 

 Be able to organise writing into paragraphs 
to show different information or events.  

 
 
 
 

Reading – comprehension  

 Understand the structure of traditional 
stories, myths and legends. 

 Learn and recite poems to read by heart   

 Perform poems showing understanding 
through intonation, tone and volume.  

 Explore the meaning of idiomatic and  
figurative language 

 Recommend books to peers, giving 
reasons for choices 

 Express personal points of view about a 
text giving reasons. 

 Compare different versions of texts and 
talk about similarities and differences. 

 Exploring the meaning of words in context 

 Identify and comment on writers use of 
language for effect (e.g adjectives, similes 
and personification)  

 
Writing – composition 

 To identifying the audience and purpose 
which they are writing for 

  Select appropriate features for different 
types of text.  

 Use organisational and presentational 
devices to structure text and to guide the 
reader. (bullet points, headings, underline, 
text boxes, arrows, bold text, italics)  

 Be able to add well-chosen detail to 
interest the reader.  

 Ensure the consistent and correct use of 
tense throughout a piece of writing.  

 To perform their own compositions, using 
appropriate intonation, volume and 
movement. 

 

Reading – comprehension 

 Identify and discuss themes and 
conventions in writing. 

 Make connections between texts 

 Make comparisons within and across 
books. 

 Participate in discussions about texts, 
building on their own ideas and 
challenging views of others courteously.  

 To be able to justify inferences with 
evidence from a text. 

 To present an oral overview or summary of  
a text.  

 Identify significant ideas, events and 
characters and discuss their significance.  

 I can identify the effect of the context on a 
text ( eg, historical or cultural context)  

 
 
Writing – composition 

 To describing settings, characters and 
atmosphere in narratives. 

 Ensuring correct subject-verb agreement 
when using singular and plural. 

 To develop skills in proof-reading for 
spelling and punctuation errors.  

 To be able to assess the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ writing. 

 Understand how to build cohesion 
between paragraphs  (using  a range of 
strategies including adverbials and 
connectives)  

 Be able to comment on characters and 
events through using a consistent 
viewpoint in your writing.  
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Writing – vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 
Revision of Yr3/4 work. (especially apostrophes, 
pronouns, punctuation of speech) 

 To convert nouns or adjectives into verbs 
using suffixes.  

 Use verb prefixes accurately (e.g dis, de,mis, 
over,re) 

 Use the perfect form of verbs to mark 
relationships of time and cause.  

 Use commas accurately to avoid ambiguity. 

 Using commas to embed clauses in 
sentences clarifying meaning and avoiding 
ambiguity.  

 Use relative clauses beginning with who, 
which, where, when, whose, that. (Or with 
an implied/omitted relative pronoun. ) 

 Identify clauses in sentences. 

 Understand the use of the hyphen/dash 

 To know when to use a  dictionary and when 
to use a thesaurus  
 

Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities linked 
to topics: 
Fiction 
Classic children’s literature – C.S Lewis, The 
Chronicles. of Narnia. Film narrative  
The Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson. Explore 
historical context, Amazon location. 
Descriptive poetry (chocolate themed)  
Brazilian myths and folk tales.  
Magic portal stories  
Non-fiction  
Information books about rainforests, South America 
Rainforest at risk guided reading books  
Persuasive writing  - chocolate adverts  
Instructions –  magic tricks/ magic potions.  

Writing – vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

 Using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility. 

 Revise use of conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions to link clauses. 

 Revise sentence types and how to 
punctuate- statements, questions, 
exclamations, commands. 

 To use brackets to indicate parenthesis  

 To use a thesaurus to improve word 
choices 

 Develop understanding of subtle 
differences in vocabulary (nuances)  

 Understand the difference  between direct 
and reported speech 

 To adapt writing for audience and purpose 
by changing vocabulary, tone and sentence 
structures. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities 
linked to topics: 
Fiction 
Greek myths and legends. 
Play scripts- versions of Greek myths 
Percy Jackson books – contemporary literature 
Performance poetry – star and space poetry 
Classic/narrative poetry – Homer, The adventures 
of Isabel by Ogden Nash linked to Greek monsters 
Non-fiction 
Recounts/Reports - Trip to space, Newspaper 
reports – the Greeks – Trojan War, space 
exploration 

Writing – vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

 Understanding subject-verb agreement in 
relation to singular and plural. 

 Using devices to build cohesion within a 
paragraph [e.g time connectives -then, 
after, that, firstly]. 

 Linking ideas across paragraphs using 
adverbials of time, place and number or 
tense choices. 

 Using brackets, dashes or commas to 
indicate parenthesis.  

 Use direct and reported speech in ow 
writing including full punctuation of 
dialogue. 

 Understand basic conventions of Standard 
English: - 
-Agreement between nouns and verbs; ----
--consistency of tense and subject; ----------
--avoidance of double negatives and non-
standard dialect words.  

 
Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities 
linked to topics: 
Fiction 
Survival/adventure stories – Kensuke’s kingdom by 
Michael Morpurgo. Diary entries. 
Pirate stories – story telling.  
Stories from other cultures – Japan, Australia, 
Island localities e.t.c 
Where the forest meets the sea – Jeannie Baker 
Develop Poetic style – ocean poetry 
 
Nonfiction 
Information/Explanation texts – protection and 
location of marine life 
Persuasive writing/Debate – Eco resorts  
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Reading - comprehension 

 Read several texts on the same topic to 
find/compare information. 

 Discussing similarities and differences 
between the themes and structures of texts.  

 Understand the different levels of formality 
in texts.  

 Use technical terms when discussing reading 
such as metaphor, simile, analogy, imagery. 

 To identify grammatical features/techniques 
used to create atmosphere, mood and 
attitudes. 

 Understand why writers make specific 
vocabulary choices. 

 To explain how and why a text has an impact 
on a reader.  
 

Writing – Composition 

 To identify the audience and purpose which 
they are writing for. 

 To select the appropriate form and use other 
similar writing as models for writing. 

 Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how such choices can change 
and enhance meaning.   

 Distinguishing between the language of 
speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

 Use character, dialogue and action to 
advance events and create atmosphere in a 
narrative.  
 
 
 

Reading - comprehension 

 Revise the conventions of different types 
of writing. 

 Explain the structural devices used to 
organise a text. 

 Explain the main purpose of a text 

 Summarise a text succinctly.  

 To compare and contrast the style of 
different writers  

 Be able to explain an opinion. 

 To refer to the text to support and opinion. 

 To use skimming and scanning skills 
effectively to make research efficient and 
fast  

 Compare characters, setting and themes 
 
 

Writing – Composition 
 

 To further develop skills in proof-reading 
for spelling and punctuation errors. 

 To proposing changes to vocabulary, 
grammar and punctuation to enhance 
effects and clarify meaning. 

 To use developed noun phrases to add 
detail to sentences. 

 To sustain and develop ideas logically in 
longer pieces of writing. 

 To write in linked paragraphs that clearly 
indicate a change in time, subject, place or 
event. 

 To use a range of devices to 
structure/layout text effectively (sub 
headings, columns, tables, bullets etc)  

Reading - comprehension 

 Apply the skills of information retrieval in 
real contexts e.g reading a leaflet about a 
museum before a visit. 

 Use contents pages and indexes efficiently.  

 Draw inferences from subtle clues across a 
complete text. 

 Understand and comment on the 
development of themes in longer novels. 

 To present a personal point of view with 
justifications.   

 To present a counter argument in 
response to others points of view. 

 Explain an author’s viewpoint and present 
alternative point of view.  

 To understand and be able to discuss 
explicit and implicit point of view.  
 

Writing - Composition 

 To use a wide range of devices to build 
cohesion within and across paragraphs. 

 To summarise longer passages in writing.  

 To use a range of sentence starters for 
effect.  

 To assess the effectiveness of their own 
and others’ writing. 

 To perform their own compositions, using 
appropriate intonation, volume and 
movement. 

 To use precise and specific vocabulary to 
suit text type and audience.  
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Grammar and punctuation 
-Revision of Yr4/5 work. 

 Identify the subject and object in a range of 
complex and compound sentences. 

 Using increasingly sophisticated connectives 
and connecting phrases. 

 Use and understand synonyms and 
antonyms. 

 Recognise structures that are appropriate for 
formal speech and writing, including 
subjunctive forms.  

 To understand the difference between a 
phrase and a clause. 

 Using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark 
boundaries between independent clauses.  

 Use a range of dictionaries and thesauruses 
confidently to improve writing.  

. 
Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities linked 
to topics: 
Fiction 
Mortal  engines Phillip Reeve 
Short stories – spy fiction  
Rooftoppers – Katherine Rundell (Paris setting)  
Poetry – the power of imagery, Remembrance day.  
Non-fiction 
Persuasive texts – debate membership of EU/Scottish 
independence. Immigration. 
Biography – famous explorers and autobiography – 
in role. 
Non-chronological reports inc. leaflets – extreme 
environments, places of pilgrimage. 
Journalistic writing – natural disasters. 
Formal Interview questions 

Grammar and punctuation 
-Revision of all word classes 

 To use commas to mark phrases and 
clauses. 

 To use a colon to introduce a list. 

 To use semi colons within lists 

 To use a range of punctuation for effect. 

  To adapt -vocabulary, -tone and 
-sentence structures for different purposes 
and audience. 

 To edit own work to ensure consistent and 
correct use of tense. 

 To use the passive voice to affect the 
presentation of information in a sentence. 

 To understand the impact of different 
sentence types 

 To vary sentence structure to suit formal 
writing.  

Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities 
linked to topics: 
Fiction 
Authors and texts –From Oxford: Tolkien (The 
Hobbit) Pullman (The Firework Maker’s Daughter/ 
Northern Lights)Lewis Carrol 
(Alice in Wonderland) 
Reviews of plays and film – versions of Oxford 
stories. 
Create Oxford/Parallel universe stories. 
Classic poetry - The Walrus and the Carpenter / 
Tolkein 
Non-fiction 
Recounts/Non chronological reports: Residential 
visit.  
Biographies – Famous Oxford University alumni 
Leaflets/posters/brochures – persuasive writing  
e.t.c about localities in UK (link to residential)  
Instructional texts linked to science  

Grammar and punctuation  
-Revision of the use of all punctuation marks 
including brackets and parenthetic commas. 

 To link ideas across paragraphs using a 
wider range of cohesive devices: e.g 
repetition of a word or phrase, adverbials 
and ellipsis. 

 To use expanded noun phrases to convey 
complicated information concisely. 

 To use hyphens to avoid ambiguity. 

 To punctuate bullet points consistently 

 To understand how clauses can be 
manipulated to achieve different effects. 

 
 
 
 
 
Suggested texts, authors, genres and activities 
linked to topics: 
Fiction 
Poetry – African oral tradition. 
African folk tales 
Descriptive writing – Tutankhamun’s tomb. 
Playscripts – Egyptian themed. 
Non-fiction 
Letters – Howard Carter discovery.  
Recounts inc. diary entries -  HC discovery. 
Explanations and information – locating Egypt, 
importance of Nile.  

  Journalistic writing – tomb discovery. 
 



 

 


